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I. Course Description

This course provides practical and enjoyable instruction in dancing Swing/Lindy Hop, Tango, Charleston and other popular 20th Century American social dances. Class work consists of learning more advanced step patterns characteristic of the various dances and practicing the dances in couples. Lead and Follow partnering techniques are enhanced, as well as elements of decorum proper to several eras of American social dance. Viewing historical films of dances will supplement class practice. Assignments outside of class will consist of selected readings of chapters in books and historical periodicals.

II.        Course Objectives
         At the successful completion of the course the student will demonstrate the

         following:

· A working understanding of selected 20th Century American social dance forms

· Rhythmic skills and co-ordinations characteristic of these dances

· An awareness of body balance and control, and a more advanced understanding of style and lead/follow partnering

· A deeper understanding of the influences of African-American musical styles on social dance and the roles social dance played in American culture 

      c. 1912-1962 

III.      Course Content and Procedure
The course has been designed to develop the students understanding of a variety of popular American social dances at a more advanced level. The dances selected from various eras may include:  

Ragtime Dances (c. 1912-1919)

            1)  One Step

2)  Tango

3)  Half and Half

4)  Maxixe

Jazz Dances (c. 1920-1929)


1)  Charleston





2)  Fox Trot/Toddle





3)  Black Bottom

Swing Dances (c. 1929-1940)

1)  Lindy Hop/Jitterbug

2) 30’s Fox Trot

3) Big Apple

Rock and Roll Dances (c. 1954-1962)

1) 50’s Jitterbug

2) Twist 

The dance activities in the course are primarily presented by means of demonstration and description.  Short lectures, discussions, and video presentations will be included in some class sessions.

IV.       Requirements

· Regular attendance and participation

· Promptness

· Completion of all assignments

· Proper attire prescribed by instructor

      V.       Evaluation

· Ability to perform the social dances 

· Rhythmic clarity

· Stylistic/partner awareness

· Group interaction       

     VI.       Grading

· Quality of classwork





30%

· Quality of technical/rhythmic/stylistic proficiency

40%

· Quality of commentary





20%

· Attendance






10%


      (more than 2 absences may affect grade)

Grade Equivalents:

Percentage
Letter
94-100

A

90-93

A-

86-89

B+

83-85

B 

80-82

B-

76-79

C+

73-75

C

70-72

C-

66-69

D+

60-65

D

0-59                 E

VII.     Required Texts

· Erenberg, Lewis A.  Steppin’ Out: New York Nightlife and the Transformation of American Culture, 1890-1930.  Chicago:  The University of Chicago Press, 1981. (On class reserve in Music/Dance Library)

· Stearns, Marshall and Jean.  Jazz Dance:  The Story of American Vernacular Dance. New York: Da Capo Press, 1994. (On class reserve in M/D Library)

Packet of magazine articles (On class reserve at M/D Library)

                 Additional Bibliography

· Nasaw, David.  Going Out:  The Rise and Fall of Public Amusements. 

New York: Basic Books, 1993.

Academic Misconduct (rule 3335-31-02) is defined as “ … any activity which tends to compromise the academic integrity of the institution, or subvert the educational process.” Please refer to rule 3335-31-02 in the student code of conduct for examples of academic misconduct.

Please inform the instructor about any physical concerns that may impact your performance in this class. If you get injured over the course of the quarter, please make an appointment with the health center or with a doctor to evaluate your condition. I would also appreciate hearing from anyone who has a special need, which may be the result of a disability. To register a documented disability, please call the Office of Disability Services (located in 150 Pomerene Hall) at 292-3307; or 292-0901 TDD.

The escort service is available for students enrolled in evening courses.  The phone number is 292-3322

VIII. Sample Topical Outline

Week 1:

     Class 1 – Introduction to Course including giving students the class

                     syllabus and going over it together.  Begin learning the One Step.

     Class 2 – Continue with One Step.

     Homework Assignment : Read Ch 13, pgs.95-102 in Stearns.

                                                  Read Ch 5, pgs.146-175 in Erenberg.

                                                  (2nd required for grad and optional for undergrads)

Week 2:

        Class 1 and 2 – Continue with One Step.

        Homework Assignment : Read Frederick Lewis Allen article in packet. 





  Grads also read Introduction, Ch 1, 7 and 13 from Modern 

                                                  Dancing in packet.

Week 3:

       Class 1 – Discuss readings and start Tango.

        Class 2 – Continue Tango.

                               Homework Assignment : Read Julie Malnig article Athena Meets     

                                                                         Venus in packet. Grads also read other              

                                                                         Malnig article in packet.

Week 4:

       Class 1 – Start Maxixe.

       Class 2 – Continue Maxixe and review all Ragtime dances. View video of   

                       ragtime dances

Week 5:

       Class 1 – Start Jazz dances, Charleston and Black Bottom

       Class 2 – Start 20’s Foxtrot and Toddle

                      Homework Assignment;Read Ch 8, pgs. 235-263 in Erenberg

Week 6:

       Class 1 – Continue Foxtrot and Toddle

       Class 2 – Start Swing dances, Lindy Hop

                       Homework Assignment; Read Otis Ferguson article in packet. Grads                                                         

                       also read Rudolph Fisher article in packet.

Week 7:

       Class 1 – Continue Lindy Hop

       Class 2 – View The Call of the Jitterbug and Early Jazz Dance and Music                                                          

                       Videotapes. Continue Lindy Hop

Week 8:

       Class 1 – Continue Lindy Hop

       Class 2 – Continue Lindy Hop and introduce 1930’s style Foxtrot

Week 9:

       Class 1 – Start Rock and Roll dances. 60’s style Jitterbug

      Class 2 – Start Twist.View Twist documentary videotape.

                     Homework Assignment; Read Ch 1-5, pgs.1-42 from Dawson book in   

                      Packet. Grads also read Ch 6 and 7, pgs.43-61 from Dawson in packet.

Week 10:

      Class 1 – Review session of all dances.

      Class  2 – Dance party/ungraded final exam for all dances
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